St Anne’s RC Primary School
RE policy

1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

We, the school community at St. Anne’s, believe that it is important to help each
person develop a loving relationship with Jesus Christ. We will reflect the gospel
values and we will uphold the worth and value of each individual.

1.2

Prayer and worship are an inherent part of school life and a real expression of the
partnership of the wider community, especially the home and the parish, where the
development of the whole child is nurtured.

1.3

It is our wish and aim to educate the whole child through the integration of the
intellectual, spiritual, moral, emotional, psychological, social and physical
development.

2

HOME – SCHOOL - PARISH PARTNERSHIP

2.1

We in St. Anne's work in partnership with parents/carers and we recognise the
importance of the parents’ task. We recognise that parents are the first and best
educators of the children entrusted to them.

2.2

We want to encourage links, between the home, school and parish. Parents/carers
are informed of special events and their presence is always welcomed on these
occasions. We encourage parents to attend and participate in whole school masses,
year group masses/prayer services, in school or in church. This invitation is extended
to parishioners at whole school and year group celebrations in church.
Parents/carers are also invited to attend class assemblies throughout the year.

2.3

During the academic year we meet parents/carers each term. Targets are set and
problems are discussed. We make ourselves available at other times should parents
want to discuss any issue arising. Parents/carers are kept informed by termly letters
from the class teacher as well as ‘Friday update’ newsletters

2.4

Our school regularly supports parish events and fund raising e.g. CAFOD, CABRINI,
Advent appeals, Lenten appeals, harvest collection of goods for elderly. We also
support children in developing countries through “Bambang Sunshine Project”.

2.5

Each week, children in KS1 and KS2 take home a Liturgy challenge, linked to the
Gospel. This homework is to be discussed and completed with their families or carers
and returned to school the following week.
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3

AIMS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

3.1

The aim of Religious Education is to endeavour to help children become aware of God's
presence and action in their lives and to have a personal relationship with him. The
Religious Education of our children in St. Anne's aims to promote:

3.1.2

Knowledge and understanding of Catholic faith and life;

3.1.3 Knowledge and understanding of the response of faith to the ultimate questions about
human life, its origins and purpose;
3.1.4 The skills required to engage in examination of reflection upon religious belief and
practice.

4

THE OBJECTIVES OF THE CURRICULUM IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

4.1

To encourage the development of a personal relationship with God

4.2

To develop understanding of the mystery of God and Jesus, of the Church and of the
central beliefs that Catholics hold, from scripture and doctrine

4.3

To develop an awareness and appreciation of Catholic religious belief, attitudes and
activities, develop understanding of the impact of this on personal and social behaviour,
and to be able to express this

4.4

To encourage in each child the recognition of his/her own value and importance as
individuals, to encourage social development so he/she can give as well as receive

4.5

To foster pupils feelings of awe, wonder and mystery and to help them order and
pattern their experience

4.6

To encourage study, investigation and reflection by the children

4.7

To develop appropriate skills (e.g. ability to listen, to think critically, spiritually,
ethically and theologically and to make informed judgements)

4.8

To foster appropriate attributes (respect for truth, respect for the views of others,
awareness of the spiritual or moral responsibility and of the demands of religious
commitment in everyday life and especially the challenge of living in a multicultural,
multi-faith society)

4.9

To help pupils to consider their personal response to moral issues and to help
them face and learn from any joyful or painful experiences they encounter

4.10

To familiarise children with stories that are an authentic part of our religious tradition

4.11

To provide opportunities for children to share in memorable and festive
experiences.
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EXPECTATIONS

5.1

We want pupils to understand implicit religious education objectives that include:

5.1.1 Understanding of self and others
5.1.2 Awe and wonder
5.1.3 Pleasure, sorrow, integrity (right and wrong, consistency)
5.1.4 Representation (Expression and Performing Arts, Symbol and writing).
6

WHAT WE EXPECT PUPILS TO UNDERSTAND

6.1

We expect pupils to understand explicit religious objectives that include:

6.1.1 Understanding of activities (ritual, worship)
6.1.2 Beliefs and Ideas (what is true, what is right)
6.1.3 Experiences (commitment, relationship, attitude)
6.1.4 History (events, people and places.)
6.1.5 Organisation (authority, scripture, traditions, buildings, people)
6.1.6 People (founders, figures and followers)
6.1.7 Writing (books, stories and symbols).
“Come and See”

7

The staff at St. Anne’s follow the “Come and See” scheme, as adopted by the
diocese, to deliver the RE curriculum. Each topic last approximately 4 weeks. The
content of this programme is based on questions central to the Christian belief in
Jesus. Each term we will pose a basic question about the mystery of life and explore
it.

7.1

7.1.1 Autumn - Where did I come from? (Life, Creation)
7.1.2 Spring - Who am I? (Dignity, Incarnation)
7.1.3 Summer - Why am I here? (Purpose, Redemption)
7.2



7.3

These questions are explored through three kinds of themes:
The community of faith - Church
Celebration in ritual - Sacraments
Way of life - Christian living.
The Community of faith - Church themes:
Autumn - family, domestic church
Spring - community, local church
Summer - world, universal church.
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7.4

The Celebration in ritual - Sacrament themes:
Autumn - belonging, Baptism, Confirmation
Spring - relating, Eucharist
Summer - inter relating, Reconciliation.

7.5

The Way of life - Christian living themes:
Autumn – loving, Advent, Christmas
Spring - giving, Lent, Easter
Summer - serving, Pentecost.

7.6

Each topic takes account of the ages and stages and development of the pupils.
There are clearly stated learning outcomes and a variety of experiences and activities
for each learning objective. Teachers can select appropriate work for each child. Each
topic has twelve lessons, which can be grouped together into longer lessons, as
appropriate for the age and experience of the children.

7.7 There is 1 lesson for Explore
There are 6 lessons for Reveal
There is 1 lesson for Respond
7.8

RE lessons are timetabled weekly in KS1 and KS2.
In EYFS each RE topic is delivered in a one week block to support the children’s
understanding at this stage in their learning, the process reflects Early Years Practice
and is divided into:
- Whole class core Input (Teacher led)
- Adult Directed activities (Teacher or TA works with children 1:1 or in small groups)
- Continuous Provision (child centred learning across the areas of learning in the
EYFS.

7.9

10% of the curriculum time is given to Religious Education.

8

PLANNING

8.1

At St. Anne’s we use the “Hexham and Newcastle” planning templates throughout
the school. The content of each topic is planned using the “Come and See” scheme
and adapted to reflect the experience and needs of particular classes.

9

TEACHING AND LEARNING

9.1

A range of teaching and learning strategies will be employed depending on the needs
and achievement levels of the children and the nature of the activities being
undertaken, these may include:
o exploring scripture
o visiting a place of worship
o visitors to the class
o Godly play sessions
o handling religious artefacts/ritual objects
o art, music and drama
o literacy techniques

9.2

Work will be differentiated in terms of activity or outcome according to the needs and
achievement levels of the children.
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9.3

Approaches will include whole class teaching, group activities and individual work.
Children will have the opportunity to work individually as well as collaboratively,
developing their own knowledge and expertise as well as sharing their experience
with others.

9.4

Work will involve thought provoking refection and discussion, encouraging children to
develop their moral and spiritual consciences.

9.5

Teachers are encouraged to make cross-curricular links when planning RE,
incorporating opportunities for ICT and extended writing where appropriate.

10

GODLY PLAY

10.1

Godly play sessions will be carried out termly, each class throughout the school will
have a minimum of 3 sessions per year. Class teachers may wish to carry out more
than 3 sessions as relevant to their Come and See topics.

10.2

Godly play sessions will be carried out by class teachers. At the start of the academic
year, class teachers will decide which sessions they would like to carry out with their
class during the year. These sessions should either be linked to Come and See
topics or to the liturgical year.

10.3

Sessions will be timetabled for Godly play and sessions related to topics Come and
See should be reflected in RE planning.

11

ASSESSMENT AND RECORDING KEEPING

11.1

Marking will be undertaken in line with the school marking policy, written comments
should relate to the learning objective and should be affirming, encouraging, thought
provoking and challenging, above all be sensitive to the children’s needs.

11.2

Comments relating to RE will be made for each pupil on their annual report.

11.3

It is impossible to assess the level of a child’s personal faith and it should not be
attempted. However we are able to assess a child’s knowledge, skills, concepts and
attitudes that have been taught in RE. These can be demonstrated through
discussion with the child, written work, art work, role play and drama.

11.4

Once a term, as required by the diocese, pupils will undertake an assessment task to
allow class teachers to level children’s knowledge, understanding and skills in
relation to the topic. The assessment topic for each term will be in line with diocesan
guidance.

11.5

For each term’s assessment topic class teachers will decide upon and record a level
for children related to an identified strand of AT1 – learning about religion.

11.6

At the end of each academic year class teachers decide upon and record a level for
children related to AT2 – learning from religion. Evidence is collected throughout the
year to assess AT2 learning. This may be through observations, comments made in
discussion, entries in the reflection journal and elements of recorded work in their RE
books.
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11.7

Teacher assessment of levels related to AT1 and AT2 may be based on discussion
with the child, written work, art work, role play and drama, dependent on the ages,
needs and achievement levels of the children.

12

MONITORING

12.1

In order to monitor RE teaching and learning, the RE subject leader will monitor
planning throughout the school once a term. Criteria for monitoring and any resulting
targets for improvement will be shared with staff, as necessary.

12.2

Pupil work scrutiny and/or pupil conferencing will be carried out termly, feedback and
any resulting targets will be shared with staff, as necessary.

12.3

RE teaching will be observed regularly and feedback provided to individual teachers
relating to this. In the Spring term a schedule of joint observations will include specific
RE observations, carried out by the RE subject leader, in conjunction with a member
of the SLT.

13

OTHER FAITHS

13.1

For two weeks of each school year, pupils will study other faiths. The whole school
will focus on one particular faith for one week during each of the longer terms.

13.2

The other faith topics will wherever possible take place after the end of a Come and
See topic.

13.3

All children will study Judaism at their own level. The other faith children study will
rotate around the other major world religions.

13.4

Where possible, visitors from other faiths will be invited into school to talk to the
children and visits to places of worship will be arranged related to other faith topics.

14

DISPLAY AND PRAYER FOCUS AREAS

14.1

RE displays should relate the topic being studied to stimulate further work or to
celebrate the work that has been undertaken. They should include a “Big Question”
and key vocabulary linked to the topic. Where appropriate they should be interactive,
include “CiP” symbols and encourage children to question and apply what they are
learning to their everyday lives.

14.2

Each class has a prayer area to stimulate and facilitate reflection and prayer, linked
to the liturgical season and/or topic being studied.

14.3

A display in the hall will be changed according to the liturgical year, or highlighting
particular issues/themes from the Come and See topic.

15

WORSHIP

15.1

As a school community we aim to give glory and honour to God through the worship in
school. All worship reflects the school mission statement and we thank God for all the good
things in our lives.
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15.2

All children experience an act of collective worship every day.

15.3

We celebrate through the Church's Liturgical Year and our worship is child-centred. This
involves the active participation of all our children.

15.4

We will include a variety of forms in our worship including music, art, images, drama and
words. We want worship to take place in our church, in our classrooms and in our hall. The
decoration and display will reflect this.

15.5

The school community at St. Anne's will mark these special times as we go through the
school year.

Advent (colour of cloth purple)

Christmas (white and gold)

Epiphany (white and gold)

Presentation

St Anne's Day (and St. Joachim) -26th July

Ash Wednesday (purple)

Lent (purple)

Holy Week

Easter (white and gold)

Ascension

Pentecost (Red)

Corpus Christi( white and gold)

St Peter and St Paul (red/29th June)

Sacred Heart of Jesus (white and gold

All Saints (white and gold)

All Souls (purple)

16

COLOUR

16.1

Purple is for penance

16.2

White and Gold are for important feasts

16.3

Red is for The Holy Spirit and for Martyrdom

16.4

Green is for the ordinary time of the year.

16.5

Blue is for time associated with Mary

17

OTHER SPECIAL FOCUS TIMES

17.1

In some months of the year we have a special focus. We think about:
 Mary - May
 The Holy Souls - November
 Sacred Heart of Jesus - June (here we remember the great LOVE Jesus had for us.)
 In St Anne's we also have special affiliation with St Joseph, St. Bernadette and St Martin
through our house system.

18

PRAYER

18.1

Children respond to the world in a variety ways. Prayer encourages us to discover
God within us and calls us to walk with God. Each person has a unique way in this
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prayer journey towards God. If we look at the Catechism we are reminded that,
‘PRAYER IS THE RAISING OF THE HEART AND MIND TO GOD OR THE
REQUESTING OF GOOD THINGS FROM GOD’ It also states that God calls each
person to this mysterious encounter with Himself. (552)
18.2

In the Come and See programme there are particular opportunities for prayer and
worship in Reveal and Respond. There is also opportunity for the pupils to reflect on
some aspects of learning or on a Scripture passage, or feelings or blessings. This is
usually through writing, pictures and words.

18.3

The important principle is that it is done in an atmosphere of reflection and meditation
and on one's own. Each class has a reflection journal in which responses to
reflection stimuli are collected.

18.4

All children and their families are invited to join in the school prayer, which is said on the
playground before the children enter class each morning.
In addition to times of prayer and reflection during the RE curriculum, all classes will
pray together a minimum of three times each day. Suggested times would be first
thing in the morning, before or after lunch and at the end of the school day. Some
classes may also chose to pray together before/after break.
Children take home a Class Prayer Book, where they can record Family Prayers which they
say at home, which can be in English or their First language.

18.5

In the Foundation Stage in St Anne's we will begin our prayers by joining our hands
and thinking about God and the things He does for us.

We will learn the Sign of The Cross, the Morning and Evening prayer.

We will also learn the Grace before meals.

Prayers will be displayed in each class.

18.6

At Keystage 1 we will use the Morning and Evening prayer.

We will also say the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the Glory Be.

We will regularly use children’s own prayers when praying in class.

Prayers will be displayed in each class.

18.7

At Keystage 2 we will use the Morning and the Evening prayer, the Our Father and
the Hail Mary, the Glory Be, The Act of Sorrow and a prayer to the Holy Spirit

We will regularly use children’s own prayers when praying in class.

Prayers will be displayed in each class.

19

SCRIPTURE

19.1

God speaks to us in the Bible. Story, songs, statements and letters are used to pass on
God's message. It is through these that the Scripture writers express how they understand
and experience God, how they relate to God and how God relates to them. When Jesus
told his stories in the Bible He rooted them in the every day experiences of His listeners. It
is important that our children understand the context in which these stories are set.

20

THE TEACHER NEEDS:

20.1

To be familiar with the text, what comes before and what comes after

20.2

To be aware of the theological implications of the text
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20.3

To be creative in using the text so that the children will understand

20.4

Remain faithful to the meaning of the passage (don't distort it to bring it down to pupil
level)

20.5 To ensure all lessons are taught for adequate cover and understanding
20.6 To teach lessons at the correct time to reflect the Liturgical Year.
21

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES AND INCLUSION

21.1

A Central message in the Catholic faith is that although we are all different, God loves each
one of us equally, regardless of background, gender or ability. It is therefore vital that we
recognise and cater for the individual needs of children, acknowledging that all children
have different gifts and talents and that these should be celebrated.

21.2

Learning tasks should be matched to the children to enable them to achieve success,
helping them develop to their full potential and to develop a positive self-image.

21.3

At St. Anne’s we recognise that it is important for the children to be provided with images,
which reflect the multi-cultural society and community in which we live. We shall endeavour
to ensure that we provided children with a diverse and rich range of images.

21.4

We aim to ensure that resources do not reinforce any kind of stereotypes and that they do
reflect our own school community.

21.5

We are very aware of the rich cultural diversity of our children. We will continue to
celebrate this richness. We will use stories, pictures and music to support the
teaching of religious education. We seek the support of parents when we have
specific projects throughout the year.

21.6

Staff will familiarise ourselves with our Special Needs and Inclusion Policies. We will
continue to try our best to ensure that each child develops his/her special gifts. We will
always try to ensure that all children have the support they need to succeed.
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